
 

Building Bridges 
Sunday, March 3rd, 2019 

 

Scripture & Key Points 

Building Bridges  
Acts 16:11-15 

 

1. Take the journey   
     So, setting sail from Troas, we made a direct     
     voyage to Samothrace, and the following  
     day to Neapolis, and from there to Philippi…  
     vs. 11-12b 
 

2. Start a conversation    
And on the Sabbath day we went outside 
the gate to the riverside, where we 
supposed there was a place of prayer, and 
we sat down and spoke to the women who 
had come together. vs. 13  
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3. Discern a need  
    One who heard us was a woman named     
    Lydia, from the city of Thyatira, a  
    seller of purple goods, who was a worshiper   
    of God. vs. 14a 
 

4. Watch God work  
     The Lord opened her heart to pay  
     attention to what was said  
     by Paul. vs. 14b  
     

     None is righteous, no, not one; no one    
     understands; no one seeks for God.   
                                Romans 3:10-11  
 

     No one can come to me unless the  
     Father who sent me draws him.  
                                 John 6:44    
 

     “People want to know they BELONG   
     before you ask them to BELIEVE.”   
            Dave Early, Everyday Evangelism 
 

5. Observe the change 
     And after she was baptized, and her  
     household as well, she urged us,  
     saying, “If you have judged me to be  
     faithful to the Lord, come to my  
     house and stay.” And she prevailed  
     upon us. vs. 15  

 

 

Ice Breaker 
 What is the scariest bridge you’ve ever been on? What made 

it scary? (height, length, movement) 

 Do you find it easy or difficult to carry on conversations with 
people? What factors cause it to be easy or difficult? 

Discussion Questions  
1. Acts 16:6-10 discusses two “closed doors” of what Paul 

wanted to do. Who closed these doors? What door opened 

up?  

2. As you look back at your life, are you glad God clearly shut 

some doors and opened others? Why?  

3. In verse 13, it says that Paul, Timothy, Luke, and Silas “sat 

down and spoke to the women” at the river. Sitting down 

implies you have to slow down. In our culture do you ever feel 

like busyness impacts your ability to engage in conversation 

and build relationships with people that need Jesus?  

4. What was the pace of life for Jesus? See Luke 19:5; Matthew 

9:10; Luke 10:38-42. What differences do you see between his 

schedule and ours? 

5. Lydia is categorized as “a worshiper of God” but not yet a 

follower of Jesus. Her need was not religion but a relationship 

with Jesus. What are the deepest needs you see in our culture 

today?  

6. What was the catalyst for Lydia’s conversion based on vs. 

14b? Look at John 6:44 before you respond. 

7. What is our role when people come to Christ? What is God’s 

role? How does this alleviate pressure when it comes to 

sharing our faith?  

8. Do you agree or disagree with the thought by Dave Early in 

point #4? Why or why not? 

9. Based on verse 15, how does Lydia identify and influence 

others based on her faith in Jesus?  

10. Have you been baptized by immersion since coming to faith in 

Jesus? If not, what is keeping you from identifying with Christ 

in baptism? 

Application 
 Who do you know that needs compassion, conversation, and 

ultimately conversion? What needs to happen for this to 
occur? 

Prayer  
 I want to pray for ___________. Help me love them and speak 

to them about Jesus. 

 


