
 

Dangerous Prayer 
Sunday, February 3rd, 2019 

 

Scripture & Key Points 

How Do I Get Right With God? 
Daniel 9:1-19  

 

“Where the mind isn’t brimming with the Bible,  
the heart is not generally brimming with 

prayer.” John Piper 
 

1. Acknowledge my need for confession  
vs. 3-15  

    I prayed to the Lord my God and made 
confession… vs. 4 

 We are rebellious …we have sinned and 
done wrong and acted wickedly and 
rebelled… vs. 5  
 

 We won’t listen We have not listened to 
your servants the prophets, who spoke in 
your name… vs. 6 
 

 We have made a mess He has confirmed 
his words…by bringing upon us a great 
calamity. vs. 12a  

 

2. Accept my need for mercy  
vs. 16-19  

    O our God, listen to the prayer of your 
servant and to his pleas for mercy… vs. 17 

 He is a God who keeps covenant              
O Lord, the great and awesome God, 
who keeps covenant and steadfast 
love…” vs. 4 

 

   “The covenant flows from God’s mercy; it 
does not spring from either the 
worthiness or merits of men; it has its 
cause, and stability, and effect, and 
completion solely in the grace of God.”       

                                                John Calvin 
 

 He is a God who grants forgiveness          
O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay 
attention and act.  vs. 19  

 

        "Few things accelerate the peace process        
        as much as humbly admitting our own  
        wrongdoing and asking forgiveness." 
                                                    Lee Strobel 

 

 

Ice Breaker 
 At what point in your life were you most rebellious? What 

caused your rebellion? If you’ve always been a “goody two 
shoes” then why?  

 When are you most often willing to take advice from others 
and truly listen? 

Discussion Questions  
1. What are the first things that come to mind when you hear 

the word “confession”? 
2. When Daniel prays his prayer of confession in verses 4-19, 

what prompted this prayer based on what he says in verse 2?  
3. Based on the quote from John Piper, what relationship do you 

see between the Bible and prayer? In your own experience, 
does the Bible cause you to pray? Is the converse also true?  

4. The reason for the nation of Israel being dispersed was their 
disobedience. What do we see in verse 5 that reveals their 
rebellion?  

5. In America, what do you think we’ve done to cause God’s 
judgment? How are we similar to the nation of Israel?          
(Judges 17:6) 

6. What is the ultimate source of our rebellion? Psalm 51:5, 
Jeremiah 17:9, 1 John 2:16 

7. Verse 6 speaks of how the people didn’t listen to the prophets 
Isaiah and Jeremiah. What is the toughest teaching you’ve 
heard from a preacher? What convinced you to think or act 
differently?  

8. Read Luke 18:9-14. What are the differences between the 
attitudes between the Pharisee and the tax collector? What is 
surprising about how Jesus views them?  

9. What is the difference between a covenant and a 
commitment? Read Daniel 9:4, 17 and the quote from John 
Calvin. What is the connection between the covenant and 
God’s mercy?  

10. We need God’s forgiveness. In what ways is 1 John 1:9 
reassuring? What does it mean to confess?  

11. Do you find it easy or difficult to ask God’s forgiveness? Why? 
Is it easy or difficult to do so with others? Why or why not? 

Application 
 What are all the aspects of God’s mercy and forgiveness that 

we should be grateful for?  

Prayer  
 Take 30 seconds to pray silently and allow the Word and Holy 

Spirit to speak to you. Complete one of the following prayers: 
 I want to confess to you my _____________ 
 I give you praise for your mercy and forgiveness 

because _____________________________ 

 


