
 

Dangerous Prayer 
Sunday, February 10, 2019 

 

Scripture & Key Points 

Dangerous Prayers: Intercession 
Ephesians 3:14-21 

 

“If we truly love people, we will desire for 
them far more than it is within our power to 

give them, and this will lead us to prayer: 
Intercession is a way of loving others."  

Richard J. Foster 
 

That they might be… 
 

1. Strengthened with the Spirit’s power 
vs. 14-16 
… strengthened with power through 
his Spirit in your inner being… vs. 16b 

 The Spirit’s power to reveal 
Ephesians 3:4-6 

 The Spirit’s power for 
understanding   John 16:13  

 The Spirit’s power to change 
Galatians 5:16 

 The Spirit’s power to witness 
Acts 1:8  

 
 

2. Rooted and grounded in love  vs. 17  
…so that Christ may dwell in your 
hearts through faith—that you, being 
rooted and grounded in love… vs. 17 
 

 

3. Comprehending the scope of Christ’s 
love vs. 18-19a  
…comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and 
height and depth… vs. 18  
 

“This is not a petition that they may 
love Christ more, however important 
this might be; rather, that they might 
understand Christ’s love for them.”  

            Peter O’Brien – 
Commentary on Ephesians 
 

 

4. Filled with God’s fullness vs. 19b  
…filled with all the fullness of God. 
vs. 19b 

 

 

Ice Breaker 
 When you were a child or a teen, can you remember who you 

would ask first to get what you wanted? What was the most 
effective way to ask? Did you have any strategies to be 
manipulative? 

 Is it easy or difficult for you to ask for help from someone 
else? What is it that keeps us from admitting a need? 

Discussion Questions  
1. What are the first things that come to mind when you hear 

the word “intercession”? 

2. What are your thoughts concerning the quote by Richard 
Foster? How would you evaluate your demonstration of love? 

3. In prayer, we should always seek His face before seeking His 
hand. Read vs. 14-15 and discuss why He is worthy of this.  

4. Reading Ephesians 3:4-6 and John 16:13, what can we pray 
the Spirit’s power would reveal and give understanding of, for 
us and others? 

5. Read Galatians 5:16 & Acts 1:8. How does walking in the Spirit 
influence the believer’s ability to witness? 

6. How could our life change if our intercession included that we 
walk in the spirit every day? 

7. Verse 17 speaks of being grounded in love. What does a life 
look like when it is rooted and grounded in love?  

8. Read v.18-19 and the quote by Peter O’Brien. Do you believe 
it is more important to pray that people would love God more 
or understand his love for them more? Why?  

9. Read vs. 20 & Mt. 17:20. How would your intercession be 
different if you live like this is true?  

10. What would make you a more effective intercessor? 

11. What is standing in the way of you becoming a more effective 
intercessor? 

Application 
 Choose 3 people or things in your life that need God’s 

intervention. Write out a personal prayer this week that you 
repeat to God as you take these things before His throne. 

Prayer  
 Out loud or silent…… 

 Pray for the person on your left. Ask God to make 
them more like Him. If you choose to go around the 
room, pray one or two sentences for each person.  

 One person close in prayer by interceding for our 
church that we would be filled with the fullness of 
God! 

 


