
 

Dangerous Prayer 
Sunday, February 24th, 2019 

 

Scripture & Key Points 

A House of Prayer 
Mark 11:15-17 

 

1. The priority of prayer  
     My house shall be called a house of prayer…  
     vs. 17  
 

      …for my house shall be called a house of     
      prayer…               Isaiah 56:7 
 

“Why does Jesus care so much about His 
house being centered around prayer? 
Because prayer is the evidence that His 
house is God centered and based on 
relationship. The more focused we are on 
ourselves, the less we pray. The more God-
centered we become, the more we pray. As 
the church becomes more God centered, 
prayer and worship increases in the 
church.”                Samuel Whitefield –  
                        International House of Prayer 

 

2. The potential of misdirected priorities         
     vs. 15 - 17b   

 …began to drive out those who sold and 
those who bought in the temple…overturned 
the tables of the money-changers and the 
seats of those that sold pigeons. vs. 15  
 

    …you have made it a den of robbers. vs. 17b 
 

Has this house, which is called by my name, 
become a den of robbers in your eyes? 
Behold, I myself have seen it, declares the 
Lord.                     Jeremiah 7:11 
 

3. The scope of God’s worship …a house of    
    prayer for all the nations…vs. 17 
 

All the ends of the earth shall remember and 
turn to the Lord, and all the families of the 
nations shall worship before you.  
                               Psalm 22:27 
 

“While in the presence of God, the Holy Spirit 
reveals to a heart in five seconds that which 
can never be accomplished through years of 
human effort.”    Daniel Henderson 

 

Ice Breaker 
 As a child, what were the top priorities in your home? (chores, 

homework, family game night, sports, movies, relaxing, 
____________) Did you like these priorities at the time? As 
you look back, do you see any value in these priorities now? 

Discussion Questions  
1. The account of Jesus clearing the temple occurs in all 4 

Gospels. Matthew 21:12-13, Mark 11:15-17, Luke 19:45-46, 

John 2:13-17. What similarities and differences do you see in 

these accounts?  

2. The first “cleansing” of the temple occurs in John 2 at the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry. The other 3 occurrences are at 

the end of His earthly ministry. Is there any significance in 

Jesus doing this both at the beginning and end of His 

ministry?   

3. In Mark 11:15-17, Jesus references two OT passages. Isaiah 

56:7 and Jeremiah 7:11. (Look these up and consider the 

context by reading surrounding verses.)Why does Jesus quote 

the OT? What does it reveal about how He viewed life? It isn’t 

likely that Jesus was carrying around scrolls of Isaiah and 

Jeremiah and looked these passages up “in the moment.” In 

what ways does internalizing Scripture help you? 

4. Becoming a “house of prayer” may initially cause you to think 

of individual, reflective prayer. However throughout the Bible 

the temple served as a place of sacrifice, celebration, 

thanksgiving, praise, service, confession, and singing. One 

translation even states “my house shall be called a house of 

worship.” How does this expand your understanding?  

5. Discuss the quote by Samuel Whitefield. In your own 

experience, does your commitment to prayer cause you to be 

more God centered and worshipful? 

6. The ability to buy what was necessary for offering a sacrifice 

was not wrong. The people needed to purchase a lamb, oil, 

grain, doves, pigeons, etc. Was Jesus angry with the buyers 

and sellers because of the proximity to the temple, the prices, 

or the ritual without heartfelt meaning?  

Application 
 We don’t go to a temple, we are a temple. (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 

What causes you to have anything as a greater priority other 
than prayer? What would our lives and church look like if we 
became a “house of prayer?”  

Prayer  
 God I want to become a person of prayer by _____________. 

 


