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Scripture & Key Points 
 

Faith in Uncertainty 
1 Samuel 14:1-14 

 
1. Pursue holy ambitions. vs. 1-3 

 “Having a holy ambition means that it 
aims at holy things and it springs out 
of holy motives.” – John Piper 

2. Trust in God’s promises. vs. 4-6a 

 Jonathan said to the young man who 
carried his armor, “Come, let us go 
over to the garrison of these 
uncircumcised.” – v. 6a 

 “Trust is not a passive state of mind. It 
is a vigorous act of the soul by which 
we choose to lay hold on the promises 
of God and cling to them despite the 
adversity that at times seeks to 
overwhelm us.” – Jerry Bridges 

3. Believe in God’s sovereignty. vs. 6b-7 

 “It may be that the Lord will work for 
us, for nothing can hinder the Lord 
from saving by many or by few.”     
– v. 6b 

4. Discern God’s will. vs. 8-10 

 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then 
we will go up, for the Lord has given 
them into our hand. And this shall be 
the sign to us.” – v. 10 

5. Obey God’s calling. vs. 11-15 

 And Jonathan said to his armor-
bearer, “Come up after to me, for the 
Lord has given them into the hand of 
Israel.” Then Jonathan climbed up on 
his hands and feet, and his armor-
bearer after him. And they fell before 
Jonathan, and his armor-bearer killed 
them after him.” – v. 12b-13 

 

Ice Breaker 
 How do you typically respond when facing uncertain 

circumstances or hopeless situations? 

 How does your response affect your relationship with Christ? 

Discussion Questions  
1. Take a few minutes to read through 1 Samuel 13. What 

circumstances were the Israelites facing that created 
uncertainty about their future? 

2. In 1 Samuel 14:1-3, we read about Jonathan and his armor 
bearer planning to go to the Philistine army. Why did Jonathan 
not tell his father? What do you think would have happened if 
he did? 

3. Read 1 Samuel 14:4-5. What was unique about the terrain 
leading up to the Philistine army? Why did this make the 
situation even more uncertain? 

4. Jonathan calls the Philistines “uncircumcised.” What does this 
reveal about what Jonathan believed about the Israelites and 
their relationship to God? How would this help him lead with 
faith despite the circumstances he faced? 

5. In 1 Samuel 14:6, Jonathan tells his armor bearer that “nothing 
can hinder the Lord from saving by many or by few.” How would 
your life look different if you really believed this to be true? 

6. Discuss the faith of the armor bearer and his response to 
Jonathan in 1 Samuel 14:7. How would having someone like the 
armor bearer in your life help you live out your faith? How could 
you be like the armor bearer to someone else? 

7. Jonathan seeks to discern God’s will in verses 8-10. How have 
you discerned God’s will in your life? Share a story about how 
God has revealed it to you. 

8. 1 Samuel 14:11-14 shows Jonathan leading by faith and obeying 
God’s calling by attacking the Philistines while believing that 
God would deliver them into the hands of the Israelites. When 
have you experienced this kind of boldness in your life? 

9. Read verses 15-22. How did Jonathan’s obedience influence 
others? How can your obedience to God’s calling influence 
others? 

10. 1 Samuel 14:23 reveals that it was ultimately God who saved 
Israel. What does this teach us about how God works in the 
midst of our uncertain circumstances and hopeless situations?  

Application 
 What are some ways that you can lead out in faith despite 

facing uncertain circumstances or hopeless situations? 

 How can you encourage others to do the same? 

Prayer  
 God, give me the ability to lead in faith despite the 

uncertainty in _____________________.  


