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LESSON 4 

ROOTED IN JOY 

Luke 8:11-15 (ESV) 

Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. The ones along the path are those who have heard; 

then the devil comes and takes away the word from their hearts, so that they may not believe and be 

saved. And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these 

have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall away. And as for what fell among the 

thorns, they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches and 

pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing 

the word, hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.  

Introduction 

One of the significant aspects of joy we have expressed is that happiness is attached to someone or 

something. We may think the best way to be joyful is to connect our joy to something that can stand the 

test of time. Indeed, this is partly true. Christians have found an inexhaustible amount of joy in God. 

Psalm 16:11 states, “You reveal the path of life to me; in your presence is abundant joy; at your right hand 

are eternal pleasures.”  

In chapter 19, we saw that after Jesus endured the suffering of the cross, he sat down at the right hand 

of God. What an incredible thought this is—in Christ, we have everything we need from God. Jesus is the 

one who ushers his children into the presence of the Father, where we find abundant joy and eternal 

pleasures. No other worldview or religion gives complete access to the heavenly Father and the enjoyment 

he offers.  

Some may not believe we can find God or that God even exists, yet they desire joy. So the most 

rational option would be to seek out activities, a lifestyle, people, places, and things that can bring the 

most joy for the longest time. This approach, however, could be in vain. As I’ve mentioned, connecting our 

joy to something that stands the test of time is only half of the equation. Experiencing the complete joy 

Jesus wants for us is found at the foot of the cross in the presence of God. The question becomes, does it 

satisfy us enough to stay there?  

 — Kevin Wilson, Gospel Shaped Emotions, p. 111 

Ice Breaker 

 What do you find joy in? Why? 

 What would cause you to lose joy? Why? 

 

GOSPEL SHAPED EMOTIONS 

Learning to Lay Our Emotions Down at the Cross of Jesus 
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Notes from the Video Session  

1. ________…the word of God.   (v. 11) 

2. ________…those who hear the gospel.   (v. 12) 

3. We must receive the word with the roots of _______.   (v. 13) 

4. Take care that the joys of this world do not rob you of the joys of ______________.   (v. 14) 

5. Real joy comes when you hold fast to the ________ of God.   (v. 15) 

Discussion Questions 

1. Pastor Kevin states the following in the book and video, “We tend to have high expectations for the things and 

people in our lives to produce joy.” What are some of the expectations you put on members of your family and 

society to bring you joy? 

2. What do you enjoy the most about life? 

3. What brings you the most joy regarding the fellowship of believers in the church?  In specific, what do you enjoy 

about FCC? 

4. What do you enjoy the most about God? 

5. What tends to steal your joy when it comes to life, family, church and your enjoyment of God? 

6. How does the seed (the word of God) bring joy into your life? 

7. Refer to Luke 8:13, how have you seen people who are seemingly dedicated to God fall away? 

8. In the summer of 2019, prominent Christian author and pastor Joshua Harris denounced his faith in Christ 

publically after his divorce. He labeled his decision as being “deconstruction” or the Christian term, “falling 

away.” Why is it so devastating to see those in leadership fall away? 

9. Why is it important to persevere in our faith? 

Application 

1. How does the gospel encourage you to continue in the faith? 

2. What emotions are awakened when you think about the permanence of God’s love? 

3. What affections are awakened when you think about Christ enduring the cross for you? 

Prayer 

 Holy Spirit, help me to persevere to the end and root my joy in the gospel of Jesus Christ. 
 

Reading for Next Week 

Chapter 21-25 


