
 

Pursuing Peace 
Sunday, May 5th, 2019 

 

Scripture & Key Points 

 Pursuing Peace 
Matthew 7:1-6 

1. Stop judging     
Judge not, that you be not judged. For with 
the judgment you pronounce you will be 
judged, and with the measure you use it 
will be measured to you. vs. 1-2  
 

“We must not pass judgment on others' 
motives. We should examine their actions 
and attitudes, but we cannot judge their 
motives—for only God can see their 
hearts.“  Warren Wiersbe 
 

Is the issue you are dealing with a 
Biblical principle or about a person’s motives? 

 

2. Evaluate myself 
Why do you see the speck that is in your 
brother's eye, but do not notice the log 
that is in your own eye? Or how can you 
say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck 
out of your eye,’ when there is the log in 
your own eye?  vs. 3-4   
 

 Ask God to reveal my sin  
                           Psalm 139:23-24 
 

 Develop friends that address blind spots  
                           Proverbs 19:20 
 

 Take responsibility for my wrong  
                           1 John 1:8    

 

“Even if I’m only 2 percent responsible for a 
conflict, I’m 100 percent responsible for my 
2 percent.”       Ken Sande 
 

3. Address the concern 
You hypocrite, first take the log out of your 
own eye, and then you will see clearly to 
take the speck out of your brother's eye. 
vs. 5  
 

Galatians 6:1a 
 

4. Gauge the level of friendship 
Do not give dogs what is holy, and do not 
throw your pearls before pigs, lest they 
trample them underfoot and turn to attack 
you. vs. 6 
 

Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate 
you; reprove a wise man, and he will love 
you.                    Proverbs 9:8  

 
 

 

 
Ice Breaker 

• What is the greatest difficulty you have ever experienced with 
your eyesight? (vision and need for contact lenses or glasses, 
glaucoma, allergies, accident, macular degeneration)   

Discussion Questions  
1. Read Matthew 7:1-2. This text, especially the first part of verse 

1 has been misused in our culture. How so?  
2. What differentiates inappropriate judging and healthy 

judgment? Matthew 7:15-20, 1 Corinthians 5:11 
3. Does God, the Bible, and the Holy Spirit “judge” us?  

1 Corinthians 4:5 (look at this verse in several translations), 
Hebrews 4:12, John 16:8-11.  

4. Does the quote by Warren Wiersbe help you differentiate the 
good and bad judgment? 

5. Read Matthew 7:3-4. Since self-examination is required before 
we address the shortcomings of others, consider the 3 bullet 
points and look at the passages. Which of the 3 most help you in 
evaluating yourself? What could you add to the list?  

6. Read the quotation by Ken Sande. Is it easy or difficult for you to 
take responsibility for your 2% of conflict? What are insights 
you’ve found helpful in asking forgiveness from others? In your 
estimation, what comments nullify an apology from someone 
else?  

7. Read Matthew 7:5. Although we are to self-evaluate first, we 
still need to take the speck out of our brother’s eye. What does 
self-evaluation cultivate in our own hearts before we approach 
others with their sin? See Galatians 6:1 

8. Read Matthew 7:6. The dogs and pigs of Jesus’ day were not 
domesticated. They were ravenous packs of scavengers and 
wild boars. Jesus says don’t give a holy piece of meat to a dog or 
pearls to a pig. Why? 

9. Our well-intentioned words of reproof to those we love can 
often not be well-received. What have been your experiences of 
attempting to “speak the truth in love” that have backfired? 

10. Read Proverbs 9:8, Matthew 10:14, Acts 18:1-6. How do you 
determine when to risk a relationship and speak up or when to 
let it go and leave?  

Application 
• In what situations are you most judgmental?  
• In a culture that leans toward everyone determining their own 

morality, how do you keep balance between the law and grace?  

Prayer  
• Lord, give me the ability to _______________. 

 


