
 

Pursuing Peace 
Sunday, May 19th, 2019 

 

Scripture 

John 1:12-13 
But to all who did receive him, who 

believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God,  who were 

born, not of blood nor of the will of the 
flesh nor of the will of man, but of God. 

 

Deuteronomy 10:18 
He executes justice for the fatherless and 
the widow, and loves the sojourner, giving 

him food and clothing. 
 

James 1:27 
Religion that is pure and undefiled before 

God, the Father, is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their affliction, and to keep 

oneself unstained from the world. 
 
 
 
Empty Chair is a ministry of FCC that 
endeavors to help Christian families fulfill 
God’s call in James 1:27.  They accomplish this 
through helping minister to families who 
participate in foster care, adoption, mentoring 
and international orphan care. 
 
Jedd Medefind, Guest Speaker 
Jedd has seen lives turned upside-down when 
Christians reflect God’s heart for orphans 
through adoption, foster care and global 
orphan care. This kind of love transforms not 
only orphans, but also those who open their 
hearts and homes to them. Churches can be 
transformed as well, moving the entire 
community beyond self-focused religion to 
self-giving faith. Desiring to spur this kind of 
transformation, Jedd serves as President of the 
Christian Alliance for Orphans. Previously, he 
served in the White House as a Special 
Assistant to President George W. Bush, leading 
the Office of Faith-Based and Community 
Initiatives. In his most recent book, Becoming 
Home, Jedd offers an exploration of how 
families and communities can embrace 
vulnerable children through adoption, foster 
care, mentoring and more.  Jedd and his wife, 
Rachel, live near Washington, DC and have 
welcomed five children through birth, foster 
care and adoption. 

 
 

Ice Breaker 
 Think back to the kitchen table you used as a child, did you have 

chairs only for members of the family, or were there empty 
chairs? 

 Those of you who had empty chairs around the table, were they 
used primarily for company? Did you use these empty chairs 
often? Why or why not? 

 

Discussion Questions  
1. Read John 1:12-13, what does it mean to receive and believe in 

Jesus? 

2. Are receiving Jesus and believing in Jesus the same? Why or 
why not? 

3. What are some of the rights and privileges of being a child of 
God? 

4. How does the believer earn these rights and privileges? 

5. Read Deuteronomy 10:18, what do we see God (He) doing for 
the widow and the sojourner in the midst of Israel? 

6. Why do you think God would instruct the people of Israel to 
take an active part in the lives of those outside their immediate 
family? 

7. Read James 1:27, James instructs the church to visit orphans 
and widows in their affliction, what does this look like in our 
current world? 

8. Do you see any connection with the command to visit orphans 
and widows and keeping oneself unstained from the world? 

9. Read this quote by Russell Moore, “The whole universe is now 
an orphanage. But then there's Jesus. When we were still 
orphans, Christ became a substitute orphan for us. Though he 
was a son, he took on the humiliation of a slave and the horror 
of death.”  How does our view of adoption and orphans change 
when we see Jesus as our great rescuer? 
 

Application 
• Have you ever thought about fostering or adoption? Why or 

why not? 
• How can you help those who are fostering and adopting? 

 

Prayer  
• Lord, give me the ability to _______________. 

 


